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Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 

rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. Corinthians 13:4-7 

 

This year, Ash Wednesday fell on Valentine’s Day. This may seem like an odd and ill-fated 

match up of the secular and religious, but I've decided it serves as a wonderful opportunity for 

us to consider how Ash Wednesday and the forty days of Lent are, in fact, all about love.  

 

On Ash Wednesday we place ashes on our forehead and hear the words: "Remember that you 

are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent and believe the Gospel!” While this doesn’t sound 

like a cheerful declaration, it reminds us of our love for those among us, for those we have lost, 

and ultimately of the abiding love of God that extends throughout and beyond our time on 

earth.  

 

Indeed, Lent is a season of love, but not the kind of love so often celebrated on Valentine’s day. 

When I read through the well-known 13th chapter of Corinthians, I am struck by the lack of 

romance in a passage that is so often used in weddings. Reading it today, I was reminded of an 

article I have saved from the New York Times by Alain de Botton entitled “Why You Will 

Marry the Wrong Person.” He writes, “Choosing whom to commit ourselves to is merely a case 

of identifying which particular variety of suffering we would most like to sacrifice ourselves 

for.” He is rather sharply pointing out the ways that relationships are forged through challenge 

and hardship. However, I cannot think of a better Lenten discipline than to explore the ways 

that love challenges us, pushes us to places we never imaged ourselves going, invites us into 

growth and commitment as we journey with Jesus toward the cross, and ultimately, the empty 

tomb.  

 

Reading again the Corinthians passage, I notice that nowhere does it say love is easy. But again 

and again I hear “love is.” Because God is.  

 

And so, during this season of Lent, I invite you to consider what love looks like in your life and 

faith journey. May we, together, grow in our experience of and sharing of God’s love, the kind 

that bears, believes, hopes and endures.  

 

With Great Love, 

Pastor Julie 



 

 

  

 

Lent is a season of 40 days, (not counting Sundays,) as we prepare 

ourselves spiritually for the joy of Easter.  Join us at First UMC 

Winnsboro as we journey with Jesus towards the cross. We will 

consider what practices we might feast upon, as well as those from 

which we need to fast. 
 

March 4, 2018 

Sermon:  “Fasting From Despair, Feasting On Hope” 

Scripture:  Psalm 42:1-5 and John 4:5-15 

 

March 11, 2018 

Sermon:  “Fasting From Excuses, Feasting on Enthusiasm” 

Scripture:  Romans 12:2, 9-18 

 

March 18, 2018 

Sermon:  “Fasting from Discontent, Feasting on Gratitude” 

Scripture:  Philippians 4:1, 4-13

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Please make plans to attend this year’s Holy Week 

Worship Services beginning Monday, March 26 

through Good Friday, March 30.   

 

As in years past, we will have an assortment of 

pastors from across the county to provide a prayer 

each day and another pastor to deliver our message.  

The churches who will participate include, First 

Baptist, The First Church of the Nazarene, Bethel 

ARP, Gordon Memorial Methodist Church – just to 

name a few.   

 

 

 

Lunch will be provided each day by various 

churches throughout the community as well as our 

very own First United Methodist women. 

 

Music will be provided by a host of gifted 

musicians from our community. 

 

Services Start at Noon followed by a light lunch 

each day.  Please join us and bring a friend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Committee Reports 

The Finance Committee met on Tuesday, February 

13 and passed the 2018 budget in the amount of 

$186,101.75.  After a failed attempt to pass the 

budget previously, a task force committee worked 

to reduce line items in the budget, one of which 

excluded the apportionments for 2018.  Much 

prayer, work and discussion went into this budget 

ending with an affirmative vote from 

Administrative Council.  The entire committee 

agreed that if there is money available at the end of 

the budget cycle, apportionments would be paid. 

 

Pastor Salary    61,890.00 

Pastor’s Travel and Continuing Ed.    4,800.00 

Conference Ministerial Support     22,137.75 

Choir Director      8,991.00 

Organist        8,991.00 

Secretary     12,877.00 

Bookkeeper       3,100.00 

Custodian       6,305.00 

FICA/Medicare       3,000.00 

Local Programs     33,400.00 

Trustees      20,610.00 

  TOTAL                    $186,101.75 

Conference Apportionments               $22,615.00   

to be paid at the end of the year if funds available. 

 

 

 

The Trustees committee met on Tuesday, February 

13 under the leadership of the newly elected Chair, 

David Chaney.  The group voted to proceed with 

our elevator code required 5-year full load rupture 

valve safety test at a cost of $2,100.00.  The group 

is also in the process of evaluating stocks and bonds 

owned by the church.  In addition to these tasks, the 

Trustees have approved the installation of privacy 

shades in all of the restrooms. 

 

A Church wide work day has been scheduled for  

Saturday, March 24 from 10 am until 2 with a pizza 

lunch for all who come out to work.  The Trustees 

would like as much participation as possible as we 

“tidy up’ the church for Palm Sunday and Easter. 

 

It’s time for the annual Easter Egg Hunt!  This year 

the Easter Egg Hunt will be held on March 31, 2018 

at the home of Gwen Harden along with our friends 

from Sion Presbyterian Church.   Please make plans 

to attend and bring a friend!  Something for all 

ages! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
TO MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

WITH BIRTHDAYS IN  March 
If you do not see your birthday on the list, please 

let us know!   

 

Mar. 1   Vickie Robinson 

Mar. 10  Mary Jim Gunter 

Mar. 12  Bob Drake  

March 15      Grant Taylor 

Mar. 16  Berkley Derrick 

Mar. 23  Mary Margaret Swearingen 

Mar. 25 Barbara Douglas 

Mar. 26  Marcia Bonds 

Mar. 29  Kitty Rabb 

 

OUR MINISTRY FOR  MARCH 

 

USHERS:  Carl Startsman and Justin Blackwelder 

 

COUNTERS: 

Mary Jim Gunter and Patsy Black 

Sallie Kate and Donnie Laird 

Jane Hinnant and Steve McDonald 

Roy Barnett and Jim Baughman 

 

Acolytes:   Carson Taylor and Grant Taylor 

  Owen Wilson and Sidney Wilson 

  Mary Margaret Swearingen and 

   Walker Blackwelder 

 

Please, remember in prayer those serving our 

country in our armed forces both at home and 

overseas. 

 

 

I deeply appreciate the cards, calls, 

food, prayers, and other expressions 

of support during my cardiac 

procedure.  Thank you one and all! 

                  **** Paul Dove 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

When you can, remember to send a card, call 

or visit: 

 
David Barr, North Pointe, 701 Simpson Road, 

Anderson, SC 29621 

 

Win McMaster 5301 Creedmoor Road Apt. 418 

Raleigh, NC 27612 (919)322-0355 

 

Doris Myfelt 3195 Rio Dosa Drive #2103, 

Lexington, KY 40509 (859)309-9284 

 

Dot Yon Goodwin House Apt. #401, 3440 S. 

Jefferson Street Falls Church, VA 22041 

 

 Lisa Lewis Meyer The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 

444  White Rock, SC 29177 

 

Mabel Ward 320 Seven Farm Drive, The Summit 

Place/Daniel Island, Charleston, SC 29452 

 

 

 

 
 

Alex Rabb, Matthew Riley, John and Emily Riley, 

Billy DuBard, Gina Shearer, Judy Ridgeway, Marie 

Wood, Robert Sharpe, Marion Robinson,  Evon 

Estes, David Barr, Kenny Martin, Lola Dove, Frank 

Martin, Martha Chapman,  David Barr, Larry 

Stevenson, Stewart Goudelock,  Wanda Jackson, 

Lexie Myers,  Pam Harrell, Pam Crossland, Betty 

and Bernie Enloe, Dennis Schaefer, Betty Coleman, 

Brent Dorrier, Lynne Moore,  Albertia Bundy, 

Hannah Warren. 

 

 

In Memory of Shirley Johnson 

By 

Milton and Jane Hinnant 

Peggy H. Ayers 

Eddie and Sallie Kate Watford 

Brad and Sallie Williams 
                                                                                       



 

 

 

2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

Blessing Box 

Distribution 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Charge 

Conference 

6:30 p.m. 

2 3 

4 

 

Communion 

 

*Taylors 

5 6 

Pastor Julie 

Clergy 

Meeting 

7 

Bible Study 

10 am 

8 

Pastor Julie 

Clergy Orders 

9 10 

 

11 

*Swearingen 

*Blackwelder 

12 13 

Finance 

6:00 p.m. 

14 

Bible Study 

10 am 

15 

Susanna Wesley 

7 pm 

16 

 

17 

18 

*Taylor 

19 20 21 

Bible Study 

10 am 

 

Administrative 

Council 

6:00 p.m. 

22 

Pastor Julie 

Innovation 

Incubators 

23 

 

24 

25 

Methodist Men 

7:00 p.m. 

(Supper) 

 

 

*Wilson 

26 

 

 

 

Holy Week 

27 

 

 

 

Holy Week 

28 

Bible Study 

10 am 

 

Holy Week 

29 

MaundyThursday 

Family Night 

Supper 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Week 

30 

 

 

Holy Week 

31 

Easter Egg 

Hunt at 

Gwen 

Harden’s  

10:00 a.m. 

 

  *Acolytes 

 

  

 

     

 NOTES:_____________________________ 

       

 ____________________________________ 

                                                               

                  



 

FAITH AND NUTRITION 
March is American Red Cross Month 

 ARC Blood Drive  

First United Methodist Church is hosting a Blood Drive on Monday, March 12th from 2:00 – 7:00 PM. Please call the 

church office at 635-4087 or Barbara Martin at 633-5270 to schedule a time to donate blood. We need everyone that can 

to donate so we can meet our goal of 28 units.   

Annual Red Cross Spaghetti Supper (and Lunch) 

A Spaghetti lunch and dinner will be held as a fundraiser for the Red Cross at the Nazarene Church on Thursday, March 

15th to promote the needs of the American Red Cross in Fairfield County. The workers for this will be the twenty- plus 

members from the local community who are members of the Advisory Board of the Fairfield County American Red 

Cross. Members from First United Methodist Church on this Board are Crosby Lewis, Linda Haslett, and Barbara Martin. 

The profits from this fundraiser will be used to make several Heroes donations to the Fairfield County Service Center.  A 

HERO donation of $1275 is the average cost of caring for a family of four in a crisis. 

Thursday March 15th Spaghetti Dinner 

Lunch 11AM - 1:30 PM (Delivery available for 5 or more plates) 

Dinner 4 PM - 7 PM Eat in or Take out 

First Church of the Nazarene 

Meal includes pasta with meat sauce, salad, and bread  

 $8.00 plate plus $1.00 for dessert 

 

      TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT FUMC OFFICE, 1ST CITIZENS BANK, FROM ADVISORY BOARD 

MEMBERS, OR AT THE DOOR  

 We are involved and are asking that you consider being involved, too. You can do this by donating blood, supporting the 

Spaghetti fundraiser, and contributing money to the American Red Cross. Donations may be made during the month of 

March in our worship service collection or given to any Advisory Board member but are appreciated at any time.  

Some important reminders about the American Red Cross are: 

• The Red Cross is not a government agency and depends 100% on donations 

• 91 cents of every dollar donated is invested in our community 

• During 2016-17 time period, ARC volunteers responded to 20 home fires that affected 58 people 

• Disasters can affect anyone, and the Red Cross is there to help when they do 

 

Thank you, 

Barbara Martin, ARC Board  

 



 

March is National Kidney Month 

Take Five for your Kidneys 

 
March is National Kidney Month and the National Kidney Foundation is calling on all Americans to take five 

healthy steps for their kidneys. 

 

The kidneys are the body’s chemical factories, filtering waste and performing vital functions that control things 

like red blood cell production and blood pressure. But over time, the kidneys can become damaged with little or 

no physical symptoms to warn you that your kidneys are in trouble. 

“Of the 26 million American adults estimated to have kidney disease, most don’t know they have it. That’s why 

taking care of your kidneys, especially if you are at risk for kidney disease, is vital,” said Joseph Vassalotti, 

MD, National Kidney Foundation Chief Medical Officer. “There are a few simple things people can do to keep 

their kidneys healthy and strong.” 

 

All Americans can do 5 simple things to protect their kidneys: “So Take 5 for Your Kidneys” 

1. Get Tested! Ask your doctor for an ACR urine test or a GFR blood test annually if you have diabetes, 

high blood pressure, are over age 60, or have a family history of kidney failure. Discuss your kidney risk 

with your doctor. 

2. Reduce NSAIDs. Over the counter pain medicines, such as NSAIDs (nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 

drugs), may alleviate your aches and pains, but they can harm the kidneys, especially if you already have 

kidney disease. Reduce your regular use of NSAIDs and never go over the recommended dosage. 

(Advil, Motrin, etc) 

3. Cut the Processed Foods. Processed foods can be significant sources of sodium, nitrates and 

phosphates, and have been linked to cancer, heart disease and kidney disease. Try adopting the DASH 

diet to guide your healthy eating habits. 

4. Exercise Regularly. Your kidneys like it when you exercise. Regular exercise will keep your bones, 

muscles, blood vessels, heart and kidneys healthy. Getting active for at least 30 minutes a day can also 

help you control blood pressure and lower blood sugar, which is vital to kidney health. 

5. Control Blood Pressure and Diabetes. High blood pressure and diabetes are the leading causes of 

kidney disease and kidney failure. Managing high blood pressure and strict control of blood sugar levels 

can slow the progression of kidney disease. Speak with your doctor if you are having trouble managing 

diabetes or high blood pressure. 

Kidney Facts: 

• 1 in 3 American adults is at high risk for developing kidney disease today. 

• High blood pressure, diabetes, a family history of kidney failure and being over 60 are major risk factors 

for developing kidney disease. 

• 1 in 9 American adults has kidney disease -- and most don't know it. 

• Early detection and treatment can slow or prevent the progression of kidney disease. 

• Kidney disease risk can be reduced by controlling blood pressure and blood sugar, quitting smoking, 

regular exercise, maintaining a healthy weight, and avoiding excessive use of pain medications. 

 

 

 



 

 

FAN T-Shirt Order Forms.    If you are interested in purchasing a FAN t-shirt, please fill out the 

form below and return to the church office, or a member of the FAN committee.    

 

FAN T-SHIRT ORDER FORM - $ 5.00 – green color 

Adult 

____small 

____med 

____large 

____X large 

____XX large 

____XXX large ($8) 

____4X large ($8)

Children/Youth 

____X- small 

____small  

____med  

____large  

 

 

FAN would like to invite everyone to participate in the 21st Annual 5K Run/Walk hosted by Fairfield Behavioral 

Health Services.  We would like to have a First United Methodist FAN team!  More details to follow along with 

a registration form.  Please mark you calendar as the run/walk begins at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 28. 

The race is in honor of Alcohol Awareness Month.  This is an 

annual public event that raises awareness about the dangers and 

negative impact of alcohol abuse and underage drinking that can 

affect the individual, family and community.  Our participation as 

a FUMC team in conjunction with our dedication to Faith, Activity 

and Nutrition is a perfect combination for you to come out and 

enjoy the fellowship and exercise.  

 

 

 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 



 

 

Time for Spring Cleaning!! 

 

Need to clean out that closet or that garage?    We 

would like to make this year’s yard sale the best one 

yet, so get an early start on your spring cleaning and 

bring your items (especially furniture) to the Bruce 

House. Start early and clean out often!  

  

 
 

 

 Methodist 

Men will meet in March on the 

fourth Tuesday (March 25) at 

6:30PM. 

 

Blessing Box Update 
 

March marks the first anniversary of the Blessing Box Ministry.  Thanks be to God and to you, our 

congregation and to our partners in the community for making it so.  I recently came across a Bible verse that I 

feel describes and validates our mission.  In Deuteronomy 115:11 Moses said, “There will always be poor 

people in the land.  Therefore, I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers who are poor and needy 

in your land.” 

 

Since March of 2017 the Blessing Box ministry has distributed a total of 476 boxes.  We have grown from 

giving away 25 boxes per month to 51 boxes.  We have newcomers each month who receive a Bible and all of 

our participants receive a devotion card each month.  In addition to the standard boxes, we have given away 

fans during the summer months and blankets and scarves this winter. 

 

I believe that anyone who has been involved with the Blessing Box Ministry will agree when I say that “it is 

more blessed to give than to receive.”  We encourage all of you to get involved.  Join us as we collect items, 

prepare and distribute boxes each month. 

 

Thank you for your support and may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Jane Hinnant 

Blessing Box Ministry 

 

 



 

   

 
 



 

 
 

                      
The Caldwells, Molly Claire and Tripp               The newlyweds, Doug and Elise 

 

          
   

Cousins, Brady and Porter               The Taylor boys, Grant and Carson               
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