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Oh what fun September is going to be!  Are you ready? 

 

 

 Don’t you love September….the kids are back to school. The weather is finally getting cooler (we 

hope)! September always feels like a fresh start. It’s an excuse to get some new school supplies, even if you 

aren’t going back to class. I can’t wait for apple cider and pumpkin everything.  

 

September is going to be a busy month for us and I am so excited... 

 

• We have the Big Grab Sale September 6-7 (See page 11 for more details)  

• Rev Holler will be here Sunday September 9th which is Epworth’s Work Day offering (see page 10). 

Note that we will collect a special offering for Epworth Children’s Home that Sunday, September 9th.  

• We’re selling Epworth Ice Cream (see page 8 for details)  which will be delivered that Sunday 

September 9th by Rev. Holler.    

• September 9th is National Grandparent’s day...we probably will not acknowledge this in worship, but 

it’s a good time to reminisce or if you’re lucky enough to still have grandparents send them a note.  

• September 16th is Baby Cook Gender Reveal Day. 

• Trustees, Administrative Council and SPRC are meeting (see calendar). 

• Our Choir will begin working on Christmas music (YAY!!) 

• We start Adult Bible Study (See page 9) 

• Confirmation begins...oh it’s going to be SO MUCH FUN (See page 5  for dates and details) 

 

The newsletter is packed this month, so please read carefully and cover to cover. Communication is key to 

success and we’ve worked hard to keep you all informed of what’s happening here at First United Methodist 

Church, Winnsboro.  

 

#WINNingwithyou 

 

 
 



 

 

 

TO MEMBERS OF 

OUR CHURCH 

FAMILY WITH 

BIRTHDAYS IN  

September 
 

If you do not see 

your birthday on the list, please let us know!   

 

Sept. 9  Coleman Blackwelder,       

Sept. 10  Bill Haslett  

Sept. 11 Justin Blackwelder 

Sept. 14  Jim Futrell  

Sept. 21  David Barr  

 

 
OUR MINISTRY FOR  SEPTEMBER 

 

USHERS:  Bob Drake and Milton Hinnant 

 

COUNTERS: 

Mary Jim Gunter and Patsy Black 

Sallie Kate and Donnie Laird 

Jane Hinnant and Steve McDonald 

Roy Barnett and Jim Baughman 

 

Acolytes:   Carson Taylor and Grant Taylor 

  Owen Wilson and Sidney Wilson 

  Mary Margaret Swearingen,   

 Walker Blackwelder, and ILenna Derrick 
 

When you can, remember to send a card, call or visit: 

David Barr, NHC, Room 504B, 1501 E. Greenville 

Street, Anderson, SC 29621 

 

Win McMaster 5301 Creedmoor Road Apt. 418 

Raleigh, NC 27612 (919)322-0355 

 

Doris Myfelt 3195 Rio Dosa Drive #2103, Lexington, 

KY 40509 (859)309-9284 

 

Dot Yon Goodwin House Apt. #401, 3440 S. Jefferson 

Street Falls Church, VA 22041 

 

 Lisa Lewis Meyer The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444  

White Rock, SC 29177 

 

Mabel Ward 320 Seven Farm Drive, The Summit 

Place/Daniel Island, Charleston, SC 29452 

 

Please, remember in prayer those serving our country in 

our armed forces both at home and overseas. 

 

 

 
Weeze Sanders, Mitzie Renwick, 

Phyllis Sweeney, Judy Ridgeway, 

Marie Wood, Lola Dove, Frank 

Martin, Brent Dorrier, Kenny Martin, Lynne Moore.  

 

People will stay on the prayer list one month.  If after 

their four weeks you would like the person to stay on 

the prayer list, please call the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

In lieu of Operation Christmas Child boxes this 

year, we are asking the church to help us stuff 

stockings for the Epworth Children's Home kids. 

Watch the October newsletter for more 

information about what we'll be collecting!  

 

Jane, Epworth Rep 

 



 

2018 

 

Sunday School  10:00 am 

Children’s Music Ministry – 10:30 am 

Worship Service – 11:00 am 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 

*Wilson 
3 

Labor Day 

Office closed 

4 

Lectionary 

Series for 

Pastor Meg 

9:00 am 

5 

Trustees 

6:00 

7:30 Choir 

Rehearsal 

6 7 8 

 

9   

Rev. Holler will 

preach 

 

Carson Taylor 

10 11 

District Clergy 

for Pastor 

Meg 

11:30 am 

 

12 

6”00 pm SPRC 

Worship 

7:00pm 

 

7:30 Choir 

Rehearsal 

13 14 

 

15 

Conference 

Connectional 

Pastor Meg 

10:00 am 

16 

*Walker 

Blackwelder 

17 18 

Lectionary 

Series for 

Pastor Meg 

9:00 am 

19 

6:00 pm Admin. 

Council 

 

7:30 Choir 

Rehearsal 

20 21 

 

22 

23 

*Mary Margaret 

Swearingen 

24 25 

Lectionary 

Series for 

Pastor Meg 

9:00 am 

26 

Nominations 

6:00 pm 

7:30 Choir 

Rehearsal 

27 28 29 

30 

*Ilenna Derrick 

      

  *Acolytes 

Pastor’s Contact Information:  Email:  

1stumcpastor@gmail.com 

Phone:  828-442-6032 

Blog:  cultivatefaith.blogspot.com 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Tuesday, out of office for Lectionary meetings 

 

mailto:1stumcpastor@gmail.com


 

 

Meg 

On 

Methodism 

 
What you should know about communion and The United Methodist Church 

Since we are United Methodist, we have an official document on communion called The Holy Mystery. The 

document states that communion (or The Lord’s Supper or The Eucharist) reminds us that Jesus invites 

everyone to participate in the meal. Communion is a remembering of the Last Supper when Jesus shared with 

his disciples before he was crucified. Communion is also an occasion of grace or a means of grace. This means 

that communion reminds us of Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross, that we are saved, not by our own power or works, 

(what we do, give or say) but we are freely saved by Jesus’s sacrifice. In other words, communion is not about 

us. Communion is about remembering we’re not our own savior...communion reminds us that Jesus is our 

Savior. I think this reminder of grace should spur us to do something in response, not that we need to do 

anything to earn grace, (we don’t) but because God is so good we cannot help but  overflow that goodness into 

others through acts like forgiveness, giving tithes, serving others, or finding ways of adding beauty and 

kindness to the world...the list is limitless. 

So, why don’t we take communion every Sunday? The tradition of taking communion once a month stems from 

the late 1700’s when the denomination was first getting started. Circuit riding preachers could only get to a 

church once on a month and since communion is a sacrament, is has to be given by a pastor. The pastor would 

give communion  

 

whenever they arrived to a church. This habit of monthly communion has stayed with us. Most UMC churches 

celebrate communion once a month on the first Sunday of the month. Our church doesn’t have communion 

every Sunday, though our founder John Wesley would argue we need to take communion every day so we will 

not forget! Humanity forgets that we cannot save ourselves. Humanity forgets that having received grace one 

should share grace with everyone they meet. We need a regular reminder that Christian living is not about us. 

So, once a month we set aside time in worship to remind ourselves we are saved, beloved and empowered for 

this Christian journey.  

Sources: 

• http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/methodist-history-why-isnt-communion-every-sunday 

• http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-open-table-how-united-methodists-understand-communion  

• https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/this-holy-mystery-a-united-methodist-understanding-of-

holy-communion  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/methodist-history-why-isnt-communion-every-sunday
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-open-table-how-united-methodists-understand-communion
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/this-holy-mystery-a-united-methodist-understanding-of-holy-communion
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/this-holy-mystery-a-united-methodist-understanding-of-holy-communion


 

 

Confirmation Calendar and what to expect: 

September 2  Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am  

Introductions, Getting to know you, Overview of 

Expectations, Who’s John Wesley, Clayride, 

Scavenger hunt, Big overview of church history. 

September 23 Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am  

RE:Form Lesson #1 No special prep needed.  

October 7  Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am  

RE:Form Lesson #2, Be prepared to get a little 

messy. Like seriously, wear play clothes and bring a 

change of clothes for worship. Baby wipes will be 

provided.   

FIELD TRIP: After church-about 2:00pm 

Pack a lunch and then we’ll head to our mystery 

location. No special clothes or prep needed.   

October 28 Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am  

RE:Form Lesson #3 Be prepared to paint. Dress 

accordingly. Bring a change of clothes.   

November 4  Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am  

RE:Form Lesson #4 You’ll stay clean this week.  

FIELD TRIP: After church-about 2:00pm 

Pack a lunch and then we’ll head to the Baseball 

Diamond at Garden Street Ballfield then on to 

Frank and Barbara Martin’s pond. 

 

 

 

November 18  Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am  

Revisit Church history, church year, Lord’s Prayer, 

Apostle’s Creed, review church terms (vocab 

words) and make sure you are ready to be 

confirmed.  

FIELD TRIP: After Church-about 4:00pm 

Pack a lunch OR we can vote as a class to eat out. 

We’ll head to our Conference office and Epworth 

Children’s Home. We’ll have a tour at Epworth. 

Drivers needed.  

December 2  Sunday School 10:00am-10:50am 

and it’s Confirmation Sunday  

Rehearsal for 11:00am Worship as Confirmands 

and mentors participate in leading worship and will 

join the church. Cake reception for our confirmands 

in the fellowship hall following worship.  

September 23 or October 28 (will keep you posted) 

FIELD TRIP: After church-about 3:00pm 

Pack a lunch and then we’ll head out. Did you know 

that our early Methodist Ministers were circuit 

riders.this means they logged more hours on 

horseback than in the pulpits because they traveled 

all over our country spreading the gospel. So, we’re 

in solidarity with these brave souls we’re going 

horseback riding. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Martha Chapman 

By 

Peggy Ayers 

Milton and Jane Hinnant 

 

Perry Ann Renwick 

By 

Milton and Jane Hinnant 

 

Jackie Miller Reynolds 

Harold Turner 

Perry Anne Renwick 

Polly Parker 

Jane Haynes 

By 

Dean and Ann Lee 

 

Lee Caughman Piepenbring 

Vern Amick 

Richard Sprott 

Jayne Haynes 

Jackie Miller Reynolds 

By 

Esther and Jim Baughman 

 
Bobby Johnson 

By 

Roy and Frances Barnett 

Jackie and Martha Wilkes 

 

***************** 

 

 

 
Mark your calendars!! The Big Grab Yard Sale is coming!!  

Friday, Sept.7th and Saturday, Sept. 8th!  Please join the fun and 

fellowship for this event. Many hands are needed to make this a 

success, so we welcome and appreciate all volunteers.  Please 

call or text Frances Porter (718-6293) or Beth Caulder (718-

2535) for more information.  Early shopping for family and 

friends will be Thursday, September 6, 6-8 pm.   

 

 
 



 

 
Shoes4Water.org       On August 18th,Rev. Steve Bell, 

Coordinator of the Shoes4Water project, picked up 100 pairs of 

shoes from FUMC.  Also, Rev. Bell picked up shoes collected at 

Zion Presbyterian and Washington Street Baptist.  A total of 395 

pairs of usable shoes were donated by our three churches!  This 

brings our total to 670 pairs of shoes donated to this project since 

May of this year!  Thanks to all of you for your contributions. 

The drop-off tote will remain under the stairwell at the side door 

(Children’s Sunday School Area.)   

 

 

       
 

Adult Bible Study will be offered this Fall! 

 
Dates: Wednesdays  September 12th-October 17th 

Time: 10am in the conference room 

Book:  Love Does by Bob Goff a 6 week Bible Study series 

Cost: $12.00 for the book 

Interested: Please sign up and pay with the church office so we can order 

your book.  

Info: Blogger Shaun Parr writes, Love Does is a narrative of stories and 

ideas directly from Bob’s life of pranks and whimsical capers as an 

international crime fighter, lover of life, man of adventure, and father 

extraordinaire. Bob contends that love is not a passive or theoretical force, 

but a full contact emotion that can change every facet of your life. He will be 

the first to tell you that he doesn’t have it all together, but can guarantee you that he’s an active participant, 

enjoying the ride every step of the way. Bob brings joy and happiness to those he meets, and his book is 

overflowing with life and love lessons that are applicable to individuals, families, executives, employees and 

world leaders. He’s a wise, kind, brave, courageous, wild man who writes in a real, whimsical, inspiring, and 

entertaining style that doesn’t fit a formula.  

 



 

 

Vacation Bible School 2018 

 
"What a wonderful adventure we had this past week at First Church! We had an average of 24 kids every night! 

The food provided was delicious, the lessons taught were heart warming, and the crafts and experiments were 

so much fun. Thank you to all the men and women that prepared and served food, to our teachers for the 

Rangers, Explorers and River Otters, and our ladies who kept our lone wolf in the nursery. Thank you to 

everyone who came and decorated beforehand, attended planning meetings, taught and played music, worked 

the registration table, and taught our adult class. Thank you to Romper and Pastor Meg for getting the kids 

excited to learn about Jesus! It was a wonderful week, and I can't thank you all enough for all of your efforts." 

 Brice Williams 

 

 

             
 

        
 

 



 

 
FUMC will be selling Epworth Ice Cream!  The 

pint sale will offer church members a 4-pack of 

Epworth Ice Cream pints (one pint of each flavor) 

for $25.  The 4 flavors are Original Peanut Butter, 

Vanilla Bean, Caramel with Caramel-Filled 

Chocolates, and Vanilla Chocolate Swirl with 

Peanut Butter Cups.  There is a sign-up clipboard 

in the pulpit on Sunday or in the office during the 

week. 

 

• 4 pints of Epworth Ice Cream for $25 

• 100% of profits benefit Epworth Children’s Home 

• Dates of Sale:  August 26 – September 2 

• Delivery Date:  September 9 

 

 
 

 

 

5th Sunday Program: Sunday September 30 

10:00am-10:45am Fellowship Hall 

ALL are Invited! 

“Let’s talk about the Special General Conference of the UMC and 

the church articles in The State Newspaper.”  

Pastor Meg will be sharing the details about the upcoming 

Special General Conference in the UMC, when our global church will decide about “The Way 

Forward.” There are 3 proposed options, each of which you should know about. We are also 

going to learn about some the terms (think vocabulary) that we as a church need to know and 

know what they mean.  Additionally, we’d like to share some information about our church in 

response to the articles in The State newspaper. This is not a position arguing event, meaning 

Pastor Meg will be presenting the facts of what is coming in the February 2019 Special General 

Conference. It is not a forum to argue a particular viewpoint; please think of this as a fact 

finding mission. We do not know how the decisions of the Special General Conference will 

impact the big church (or our church) but we need to all be aware of what is happening at the 

global level. It is important to be informed. Please join us Sunday, September 30th at 10:00am 

in the fellowship hall.  



 

 

 

We need a new pictorial directory! 
Our last one was completed about 12 

years ago. Just think of the new faces 

since then!   

We ask you please to sign up in the 

sanctuary for a time that is convenient for 

you and your family.  

 

Schedule: Ten minute slots, so please be on time. 

Sundays 9:00 – 10:30 AM    

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30 PM 

Dates: 

Sundays September 16, 23, 30 

Wednesdays September 12, 19, 26 

If you and your family need another time, e.g., families with college students, please let us 

know.  There is a sign-up clipboard in the pulpit on Sunday or in the office during the week. 

If you have questions or needs, please contact the church office,  

Sarah Bryant (803-960-9098), Pat Curlee, Bobbie Dove, or Michelle Taylor. 

 

 
 

 

Betty Bynum’s History Notes 

 
As our young ones head back to school lessons and assignments, I thought I might like to take 

the role of history teacher for First Church as we near the 210th anniversary celebration. 

 

Your first assignment is an easy one.  Open your history notebook and turn to the back and find 

the list of ministers who have served our church in the first 200 years.  Please read the 

introduction to the list then turn to page 88.  Look at the map and note the distance between and 

number of churches in our Sandy River Circuit!  Now go back to the list of ministers and add 

the following names and dates to the list.  Note that the last two added are our church’s first 

women ministers.  History marches on! 

 

D.W. Boatwright, Jr.       2006-2009 

Bart J. Sistare                    2009-2014 

Julie Songer Belman         2014-2018 

Meghan Lindsey Sweeney Cook      2018 – present 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Epworth Work Day Offering History 

Just after the turn of the 20th century, Epworth Orphanage was only a 

few years old but already it had succeeded in helping children and 

families of South Carolina.  From 1905 to 1915, the number of 

residents served at Epworth more than doubled to 230.  At the time 

Epworth was a working farm on the edge of the city of Columbia and 

consisted of only four buildings.   

The campus needed to expand to serve the children.  However, the home was facing serious 

financial difficulties.  That is when the Methodist people of South Carolina stepped in to help.  

Under the leadership of Epworth’s Superintendent (President), Rev. Whitfield Brooks Wharton, 

a campaign began to work one designated day for the children at Epworth and bring that day’s 

wages to the offering plate of the local Methodist church on the following Sunday.   

At the time the average wage in America was about $1.75 per day.  By 1916, over $9,000 was 

raised annually on Epworth Work Day, enough to balance the budget and begin to provide for 

the expansion of six buildings to better serve the children.  In today’s world, the average daily 

wage in S.C. is about $125.  If every United Methodist gave their daily wage, over $29 million 

dollars would be raised and Epworth ministry would be greatly enhanced. 

Every year since those early days of Epworth, the Methodist people of South Carolina have 

answered the call to hold a special Work Day offering for the children at Epworth.   The 

commitment to provide for the children at Epworth has not wavered for more than 100 years. 

 

Jesus said:  Let the children come unto me for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 

 

Epworth Work Day is Sunday, September 9, 2018 

President Rev. John Holler, Jr. will be preaching on this day. 

 

“Give a Day’s Pay to help children who have been given a rough start in life.” 

             

 



 

 

FAITH AND NUTRITION 

 
 



 

  

 



 

FAN SUPPORTS THE RUN for ROTARY 5K RACE (and WALK) 

The FAN committee is supporting physical activity for FUMC members by paying the 

registration for any member that is interested in participating in the Run for Rotary 5K Race 

sponsored by the Winnsboro Rotary Club.  The race or walk will be held on September 27, 

2018 6:30PM Downtown Winnsboro.  If you would like to participate, complete a registration 

form in the church office or obtain one from the bulletin area in the church vestibules– all 

forms must be completed and in the church office by Sunday Sept. 19 so that we can send in 

the GROUP registration and the registration fees. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST WORD 

September 2018 

First United Methodist Church of Winnsboro, South Carolina 

Church Office 635-4087 

 

 

Seek God, Love All People, Change the World 


